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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of undue length. Correction 
is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3-4, 7-12 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sinha et al. (US 2003/0224807). 

Regarding claim 1 , Sinha et al. disclose an information display system 
comprising: 

a presentation device capable of displaying a presentation and maintaining 
status information (Figure 1 shows a presentation device being the projector 38, 
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speakers 40, wireless interface 42 and the presenter computer 12 as explained in 
paragraphs [0013] and [0016], and paragraph [0017] which states that this is the 
equipment for facilitating the presentation. The examiner understands that since the 
presenter computer 12 has the presentation on the display that this identifies to the user 
the status of where he/she is at in the presentation.); 

an environmental control module adapted to adjust one or more environmental 
controls (Figure 1 and paragraph [0014] explain that there are controllers for controlling 
the lighting (28), heating/air conditioning (30), window shades (34), etc.); 

a messaging system capable of receiving messages from one or more audience 
members (Figure 1 and paragraph [0018] explain that the audience members have 
microphones which allow them to send messages to the presenter, who is able to 
receive these messages.); and 

a detachable presenter unit that is at least capable being in communication with 
the presentation device and is at least capable of controlling one or more functions of 
the presentation device (Figure 1 and paragraph [0015] explain that the presenter 
computer 12 is detachable from the system since it is wireless and is in communication 
through the wireless connection to be able to control the environmental features as 
explained above.). 

Regarding claim 3, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 , further 
comprising a broadcasting system that is capable of distributing the presentation to a 
plurality of locations (Figure 1 and paragraph [0017] explain that the audience members 
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each have their own notebook computer 44, which is wirelessly connected to the 
presentation system through their wireless device 46 such that each can receive the 
presentation or presentation related information on their computer.). 

Regarding claim 4, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 , further 
comprising one or more profiles that specify a particular set of environmental controls 
(Figure 1 and paragraph [0014] explain that each of the controllers 24 controls a 
different profile relating to a different environmental control such as lighting (28), 
heating/air conditioning (30), window shades (34), etc.). 

Regarding claim 7, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 , further 
comprising a presentation loading system adapted to receive one or more presentations 
from one or more of a recorded media, a wireless transmission, a wired transmission 
and a rehearsal booth (Figure 1 and paragraph [0016] explain that the projector 38 
receives, from a wireless connection, presentation from presenter's computer 12.). 

Regarding claim 8, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 , wherein the 
presentation device comprises a primary screen and a secondary screen, the primary 
screen displaying a presenter view and the secondary screen displaying a presentee 
view (Figure 1 and paragraph [0017] explain that the presenter's computer 12 has a 
screen displaying a presenter view (primary screen) and that the projector or audience 
member's computer displays a presentee view (secondary screen).). 
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Regarding claim 9, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 , further 
comprising a distributed network access device (Figure 1 shows wireless connections 
42, 20, 14 and 46 which means that the system comprises a distributed network access 
device.). 

Regarding claim 10, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 , wherein the 
environmental controls comprise at least one of lighting controls, temperature controls, 
shade controls, volume controls, microphone controls, screen controls, fan controls and 
automated hardware controls (Figure 1 and paragraph [0014] explain that there are 
controllers for controlling the lighting (28), heating/air conditioning (30), window shades 
(34), etc.). 

Regarding claim 11, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 , further 
comprising a recording system (Paragraph [0044] states that the system may have a 
recording means.). 

Regarding claim 12, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 , wherein the 
environmental control module utilizes an identification scheme to identify specific 
environmental controls (As explained in the rejection of claim 1, the system allows for 
the presenter to control the lighting, temperature, etc. Paragraph [0024] then explains 
that the control of these functions could be automated in the presentation by the 
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presenter prior to giving the presentation such that the window shades may be drawn at 
a particular time, etc. The examiner understands that in order for the system to be able 
to perform this function, it would have to be able to identify the particular control that 
needs to be performed.). 



Regarding claim 20, this claim is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 



6. Claims 2, 14-15, 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sinha et al. (US 2003/0224807) in view of Barwick (US 4,459,1 14). 
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Regarding claim 2, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1. 

Sinha et al. fail to teach that the system further comprises a rehearsal booth that 
is adapted to emulate one or more functions of the information display system. 

Barwick discloses a presentation system which comprises a rehearsal booth 
which emulates a function of a information display system (Figure 1 and column 6, lines 
4-62 explain that the booth 10 can display a presentation in which the trainee can 
practice communicating with a target personality.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to "one of ordinary skill" in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide a booth as taught by Barwick for use with the 
presentation system as taught by Sinha et al. such that the presenter of the 
presentation could practice their presentation before actually performing in front of an 
audience in order to aide the presenter in developing a flexible verbal presentation for 
different audiences, problems and circumstances. 

Regarding claim 14, Sinha et al. disclose a presentation method comprising: 
loading a presentation (Paragraph [0016] explains that the presenter computer 

12 would "load" the presentation onto the projector 38 and that this is well known in the 

art to do so.); 

adjusting one or more environmental controls (Paragraph [0015] explains that the 
presenter computer 12 can be used to adjust different environmental controls.); 
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initializing a messaging system (Paragraph [0018] explains that audience 
member can send messages to the presenter, and the examiner understands the 
system to perform this function would have to be initialized in order to be functional.); 

initializing a remote presenter unit (Figure 1 shows presenter computer 12. 
When this computer is turned on, it is then initialized.); and 

presenting a presentation at a presentation device (Paragraph [0016] explains 
that the presenter computer 12 in communication with projector 38 are able to present a 
presentation.). 

Sinha et al. fails to teach of practicing a presentation in a presentation emulation 
device. 

Barwick discloses of practicing a presentation in a presentation emulation device 
(Figure 1 and column 6, lines 4-62 explain that the booth 10 can display a presentation 
in which the trainee can practice communicating with a target personality.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to "one of ordinary skill" in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide a way of practicing a presentation as taught by 
Barwick for use with the presentation method as taught by Sinha et al. such that the 
presenter of the presentation could practice their presentation before actually 
performing in front of an audience in order to aid the presenter in developing a flexible 
verbal presentation for different audiences, problems and circumstances. 

Regarding claim 15, this claim is rejected under the same rationale as claim 1 1 . 
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Regarding claim 17, this claim is rejected under the same rationale as claim 9. 
Regarding claim 18, this claim is rejected under the same rationale as claim 10. 

Regarding claim 19, Sinha et al. and Barwick disclose the method of claim 14. 

Sinha et al. also discloses the method further comprising controlling aspects of 
the presentation with the remote presenter unit (Figure 1 and paragraph [0016] explain 
that the presenter computer 12 is wireless, i.e. remote, and that this controls the 
presentation.). 

7. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sinha et 
al. (US 2003/0224807) in view of Tafoya et al. (US 6,411,988). 

Regarding claim 5, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 . 

Sinha et al. fails to teach wherein the messaging system receives electronic 
messages from one or more audience members, one or more of these electronic 
messages being displayed in a messaging center. 

Tafoya et al. disclose of a messaging system that receives electronic messages 
from one or more audience members, one or more of these electronic messages being 
displayed in a messaging center (Figures 1A-1J and column 4, line 29 to column 5, line 
31 explains that audience members can send messages to a presenter, where the 
messages will be shown on the presenter's unit in a messaging center.). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to "one of ordinary skill" in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the messaging system as taught by Tafoya et al. 
with the system taught by Sin ha et al. in order to allow for relevant feedback to be given 
to a presenter from the audience to help facilitate a better presentation. 

8. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sinha et 
al. (US 2003/0224807) in view of Chaves et al. (US 2003/0431 10). 

Regarding claim 6, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 . 

Sinha et al. fail to teach of the system further comprising one or more of an active 
or passive pointing stylus. 

Chaves et al. disclose of a portable device which uses a stylus (Figure 2 and 
paragraph [0021] explain that the stylus 238 can be used in conjunction with the system 
to allow the user to navigate through applications or windows easily.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to "one of ordinary skill" in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide a stylus as taught by Chaves et al. for use with 
the portable computer as taught by Sinha et al. such that a stylus could be used to 
provide input into the portable computer in order to allow for the more precise input of 
information into the presenter computer. 

9. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sinha et 
al. (US 2003/0224807) in view of Nelson et al. (US 2003/0005092). 
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Regarding claim 13, Sinha et al. disclose the system of claim 1 . 
Sinha et al. fail to teach of the system further comprising a detachable presenter 
locating device. 

Nelson et al. disclose of a portable computer locating device (Paragraph [0018] 
explains that there is a system which can be used to locate a portable computer 1 12 
connected to the internet.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to "one of ordinary skill" in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use the location device and method as taught by Nelson 
et al. with the system taught by Sinha et al. in order to allow for the location of the 
portable presentation device should the device be stolen or lost. 

10. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sinha et 
al. (US 2003/0224807) in view of Barwick (US 4,459,1 14) and further in view of Tafoya 
etal. (US 6,411,988). 

Regarding claim 16, this claim is rejected under the same rationale as claim 5. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Roslak et al. (US 2003/0120849) disclose a presentation system where a 
presenter's device can be used to control a presentation and audience member have 
device which can be used to provide feedback to the presenter during a presentation. 

Derryberry (US 6,626,543) discloses a presentation device in which a portable 
computer can be removed and used remotely from the presentation device. 

Fujiwara (US 2001/0003479) discloses a presentation support system which can 
notify a presenter of the time elapsed or time left in a presentation. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen G. Sherman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2941. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

SS 

27 April 2006 



AMRA.AWAD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




